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Observations on the vertical distributions during daytime of early larvae of ayu
reared under equal brackish water densities in the hatchery

Yasuhiko TAGO*!, Takashi KASUYA *? and Yoshitaka YASUI *2

Vertical distributions of early larvae of ayu Plecoglossus altivelis reared in brackish water in a
pond during daytime were observed for 18 days from hatching in 2005. Water temperature ranged
from 22.9 to 25.4°C at the surface, and from 23.1 to 25.6°C at the bottom. Salinity ranged from 8
to 9 PSU from the bottom to the surface. Ayu larvae distributed from middle layer to surface layer,
but did not gather at the bottom. It is considered that ayu larvae do not sink to the bottom by
utilizing decrease of swimming ability and increase of their own specific gravity under equal
brackish water density during the daytime.
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