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Summary

This paper reports on a field investigation of the damage to wooden houses by the Noto
Hanto earthquake in 2007. Previous knowledge of the relationship between the structural
damage and characteristics of buildings, was confirmed by the observed relationship in this
field investigation. In the Monzen and Anamizu areas, there were many old houses and old
fireproof-storehouses (dozo), and many such old buildings suffered serious structural dam-
age. Especially, dwellings with shops, which have wide-open and small walls, suffered serious
structural damage such as collapse. Remarkable brown-rot and termite-damage of wooden
frames were observed in the structurally damaged old houses. New houses, which were de-
signed under recent building standards, suffered little structural damage. It was suggested
that the technical development and spread for seismic retrofitting of the existing non-
conformed houses is a most important theme for earthquake disaster prevention in wooden

houses.





