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A case study on rooting damage generated by Japanese wild boar in the sugi plantation of Toyama prefecture
Takatoh Matsuura
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Summary

In the plantation which was located in the eastern area of Toyama prefecture, rooting damage was generated widely,
then I investigated influence of the damage on planted sugi (Cryptomeria japonica) trees. It was observed there that the
disturbance of vegetation and humus layer on the ground, digging the soil, the mark of wallow, dung in the shape with
segments. The rooting in the lower part on the slope of the plantation was more conspicuous than upper part; 96% of the
planting spots left the mark of digging up in the lower survey plot. The symptoms of withered foliage were concentrated
on uprooted and fallen trees in the rooting area. However, the mark of feeding trees was recognized almost neither
above-ground nor under-ground parts including exposed roots. From these results, it was concluded that the rooting was
caused by Japanese wild boar (Sus scrofa leucomystax). In addition, it was suggested that the wild boar rarely wounded
the planting trees although uprooting and falling by rooting had a critical effect on the growth of the trees.
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