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The Break of Stem Tip of Sugi (Cryptomeria
japonica D. Don) by Snow-load

TAIRA Hideaki*, KaTO Akio*

The break of stem tip of sugi (Cryptomeria japonica D. DON) was observed from the
23rd of January to the Ist of Febrary in 1984. The snow mass like a bowl devloped on the
top of crown, and it was kept for 9 days. The break of stem tip was recognized when the
snow mass had melted. When the snow mass developed on the tree crown, the tempera-
ture changed from plus to minus, and there were 23cm snow fall in a day. After that, the
temperature was kept around 0°C for 8 days and snow fall continued every day. The top
of the crown leaned largely by snow load and the snow piled up on the leaning stem and
the tip of stem covered with snow. The snow mass on the tip of stem and under part of
them joined each other and developed into the snow mass. It was estimated that the tip
of stem was broken when the snow shrank by transformation of snow.
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