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Structure and dynamics of understories in a young beech plantation with different weeding periods
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Summary

I examined effects of weeding frequency (initial 10-years, vs. only initial 3-years) on structure and
dynamics of understories of a young (4 to 8 year-old) beech plantation which was provided for improving
unsuccessful Japanese cedar plantations in heavy snowfall regions. The stand was not covered even at the
eighth year in the frequently weeded site, and pioneer plants continued living. The stand closed and
formed the stratified canopy structure in the infrequent site, although pioneer plants disappeared or
decreased, forest floor plants and crown trees increased in number. It was shown that reducing the weed-
ing frequency restored natural stand characteristics in the conversion management



