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Land Utilization and Distribution of Forest Types
in Toyama Prefecture

ISHIDA, Megumi*

The distributions of forest types and land types classified by the utilization forms were
studied by using vegetation maps and data files regarding the altitude in Toyama prefecture.
Forest land occupies 63% of Toyama prefecture. Forests in the Hilly zone (Camellietea
japonicae), Montane zone (Fagetea crenatae), Subalpine zone and Alpine zone are distributed
mainly at altitudes of 1~400m, 600~1600m, 1800~2400m and 2400~3000m, respectively.

The percentages of the secondary forest are 97% of forest area in the Hilly zone, 37% in
the Montane zone, and 0% in the Alpine and Subalpine zones. In each altitude zone (200m
class), the percentages of secondary communities decreased accordingly with an encrease in
altitude. In the region above the 1800m class, secondary communities are not seen.

In Toyama, altitude is one of the most influential factors for predicting the distribution of
forest types.
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