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Ecology and control of Platypus quercivorus causing mass mortality of two oak
species, Quercus crispula and Quercus serrata, in Toyama prefecture
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We conducted some investigations on the ecology and control of ambrosia beetles, Platy-

pus quercivorus, from 2002 to 2005, for the purpose of controlling the beetles which are caus-

ing the mass mortality of two oak species, Quercus crispula and Quercus serrata, in Toyama

prefecture. Large oak trees were easily infested and killed by the beetles and mortality of

Quercus crispula trees was higher than that of Quercus serrata in the same stands. Most of

the adult beetles were observed from late June to late July. Most of the dead oak trees were

infested by the beetles in July. Fumigation by NCS medicine was effective, but not when

tree truks were larger than 30 cm in diameter. The mortality of the beetles was 99.5% in the

treatment where dead oak trees infested by the beetles were felled; the logs cut in 100 cm

sections and left on the ground from autumn to spring.





